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The Web has many archives with tens of thousands of print books turned into e-books. That vast 

majority of these books were published before 1924. Many are classics of fiction and nonfiction. 

Some are obscure, but interesting, items. A few are written since 1924, but have been released 

into the public domain for a variety of reasons.  

Nook, Sony Reader and Kindle can use the following formats. 

 Nooks: PDF, ePub, Nook's own format, and Overdrive’s versions of PDF and EPub 

 Sony Reader: PDF, TXT, RTF, ePub, and PDF, Sony reader’s own format BBeB Book 

(LRF) and Overdrive’s versions of PDF and EPub 

 Kobo: ePub, PDF, and Overdrive’s versions of PDF and EPub 

 Kindles: PDF, Mobipocket and Kindle's own format 

Tip: I generally recommend using ePub format for Nooks and Sony Readers and Mobipocket 

format for Kindles. Watch out for pictures/images of printed pages. These may be readable on 

large computer screens, but, on e-reading devices, the print is usually too small and the contrast 

between the type and the background too low for easy reading.  

 Munseys (http://www.munseys.com/) offers 20,000 e-books in 12 formats. The 

recommended formats for Kindles, Nooks and Sony Readers are clearly identified. Titles can 

be found by searching author, title or tags. Lots of books have tags, most don’t. You can also 

scroll down to a red box with 39 categories for browsing. “Pulp fiction” and “orient express” 

are interesting and unique categories. Tip: When downloading a title, first click “Select One” 

to choose the desired format, then click “download.” 

 

 Palimpsest Online (http://www2.hn.psu.edu/faculty/jmanis/jimspdf.htm) provides high-

quality pdf titles by over 70 classic and popular authors. Titles are mostly European and 

American serious novels, but also include the King James Bible, plays, poetry, fables, epic 

sagas, philosophy and histories. Extensive collection of P.G. Wodehouse titles. The numbers 

"6X9" refers to 6 inches by 9 inches. The other size is "3X5" for 3 inches by 5 inches. These 

sizes make a difference in printing, but I see no difference on my Nook. 

 

 Feedbooks (http://feedbooks.com/) provides high-quality titles in a variety of formats: ePub, 

PDF, MobiPocket/Kindle. This site contains  

o Public domain classic fiction and nonfiction titles can be browsed by 30 categories or 

60 authors 

o Titles by new authors 

 Manybooks (http://manybooks.net/) provides thousands of Project Gutenberg ebooks in 

dozens of formats including PDF, ePub, Kindle, Sony Reader, etc. The site offers search, 

advanced searching and browsing by author, title, and over 60 genres. 
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 PDFBooks (http://pdfbooks.co.za/) offers classics and unpublished fiction and nonfiction in 

pdf format. Titles can be searched or browsed by author. The Web page for each title gives a 

description and table of contents. 

 DigitalBookIndex (http://www.digitalbookindex.com/search001a.htm) offers an extensive 

list of nonfiction in pdf, ePub and even Kindle formats mixed with Web books and even 

some subscription titles. Search by author or title or browse by subject.  

 

There are hundreds more Web archives storing text. These holdings of these archives are listed in 

the indexes below. Owners of Kindles, Nooks and Sony Readers, however, must have patience 

using these indexes because many texts are in formats, primarily html, their devices will not 

display. 

Project Gutenburg (http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page) combines an archive of texts 

produced by volunteers with an index of other archives. The index can be searched and browsed 

by author or title. Volunteers have created “bookshelves” with lists of e-books grouped by their 

own idiosyncratic definitions, e.g., "best books ever" and "precursors of science fiction." 

Advanced searched allows narrowing by format, e.g. epub. 

Internet Archive (http://www.archive.org/details/texts) is another archive and index of e-books. 

This archive offers simple and advanced searching, but no browsing capabilities. Each title has a 

unique page offering complete title, author and publisher information, a description of the 

content, and, on the left-side, links to the variety for formats available for that title.  Other areas 

of this index include "moving images," audio recordings, and software.  

Online Book Page is one of the largest and most comprehensive of these indexes. Titles can be 

searched by author and title and browsed by subjects, which is actually browsing by Library of 

Congress call number or subject term. 

http://pdfbooks.co.za/
http://www.digitalbookindex.com/search001a.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://www.archive.org/details/texts


3 

Window_#1

 

Window #2 

 

 

 

1. Connect your Nook to your computer using the USB cable. 

This pops up the window #1. 

2. Click “Open folder to view files.” This will display 

Window #2 below. The folder “My Documents” is where 

these free e-books go. ( “My B&N downloads” are where 

e-books purchased from Barnes & Noble’s online store 

are.) 

3. Go to one of the Web sites described on pages 1 and 2. 

4. Find a desired title.  

5. Download the titles in either EPUB or PDF 

6. Save the e-book on your desktop. 

7. Minimize or close the Web browser and, if necessary, 

Window #2 to see the desktop with the downloaded e-

books and Window. 

8. Holding down the Control <Ctrl> key, click on the e-books 

you want on your Nook.  

9. Hold down the right mouse button and drag the e-books on 

the desktop to the “My Documents” folder.  

10. After putting the e-books on the “My Documents” folder a 

Window pops up, click “Move here.” This will copy the 

selected e-books into “My Documents.”  

11. When all ebooks on the desktop are copied into “My 

Documents,” properly disconnect the Nook from the 

computer by  

A. Clicking the “red” X in the upper right corner of the 

window displaying the Nook folders. 

B. Clicking the icon in the lower right corner and clicking 

“ Safely disconnect device from computer.” 

C. When a window pops up in the middle of the screen, 

click the “OK” button. 

12. Disconnect the USB cables from the Nook. 

13. On the Nook’s touchscreen, press “View My Documents.” 

14. When the “My Documents” list is displayed, then, on the 

Nook’s touchscreen, press “Check for new content.” This 

immediately displays “Processing…” on this line. 

15. When “Processing” disappears, go find the new e-book 

titles. 


